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ANNUAL REPORT 2003  

Membership 
At 31 December 2003 membership of the IPHC consisted of : 

National Representatives

 

Susan Barr    Norway 
Peter Boyarski  Russia 
Javier Garcia Cano   Argentina 
Paul Chaplin   New Zealand 
Louwrens Hacquebord Netherlands 
David Hart   South Africa 
Jean-François le Mouël France 
Cornelia Lüdecke  Germany 
Michael Morrison  United Kingdom 
Doug Olynyk   Canada 
Michael Pearson  Australia 
Glenn Sheehan  USA 
Rubén Stehberg  Chile 
Urban Wråkberg   Sweden   

We continue our efforts to gain additional new members from other countries that have an active interest 
in polar heritage matters.  The out-reach of the committee, however, has been increased by the efforts of 
individual members to create networks of polar heritage expertise within their own country.  Australia in 
particular has established a considerable network of relevant experts.  

Corresponding Members

 

Corresponding members are persons co-opted by IPHC from time to time to serve its needs. 
At the end of 2003 these were:  

Geoff Ashley Australia 
Jaco Boshoff South Africa 
Angie McGowan Australia 
Martin Weaver USA & Canada  

Associate Members

 

This new type of membership was established late in 2002.  It was intended to allow the appointment of 
appropriately qualified persons recommended by IPHC members from time to time as interested in the 

work of the IPHC, able to extend the professional network of IPHC, and able to assist the IPHC to  
achieve any of its objectives .  

http://www.polarheritage.com
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The first appointment was made during the course of 2003.and was Fred Goldberg from Sweden, who has 
considerable experience of and continuing involvement in the Swedish polar heritage of the Arctic and 
Antarctic.  

Meetings 
The statutes of the IPHC require that a meeting of the committee be held at least once every 2 years.  
Although the last formal meeting was held in Spain in December 2002, it was intended that another be 
held in association with ICOMOS General Assembly in Zimbabwe in October 2003.  This would have 
meant that the following meeting could be held 2 years later in association with the 2005 General 
Assembly in Beijing.  Unfortunately attendance at the Zimbabwe meeting made an IPHC meeting there 
impossible and this leaves us with a dilemma.  Waiting until Beijing would give a three year interval 
between meetings, while an attempt to hold an extra meeting in 2004 may not be viable so soon before 
the Beijing meeting.  It is intended to consult members on this issue so that a dispensation from the 
statutory 2-year meeting cycle can be considered if a meeting in 2004 is not viable.  

28-30 May 2003, the President Susan Barr attended the Nordic ICOMOS meeting which this time was a 
joint ICOMOS UK / ICOMOS Norden seminar and meeting on the Orkney Islands. The theme for the 
seminar was "Ritual Landscapes". World Heritage sites on the main island were presented by experts 
during the excursions. Participating ICOMOS members came from Great Britain, Sweden, Norway and 
Finland. A Nordic resolution concerning business matters at the coming General Assembly in Zimbabwe 
was passed in view of the likelihood that the attendance at the GA would not be representative.   

The President was also scheduled to attend the annual ICOMOS Advisory Committee meeting in 
October, but since this was combined with the GA in Zimbabwe, attendance unfortunately had to be 
foregone. This was a pity since important matters concerning the functionability of the ICOMOS 
scientific committees were up for discussion.  The theme will, however, be continued in the intervening 
time before the GA in Beijing 2005.  

Finances 
The IPHC Secretariat is supported financially by a grant from The Norwegian Directorate for Cultural 
Heritage (Riksantikvaren).  These funds are managed by ICOMOS Norway and the Directorate.  

The IPHC had been asked by the ICOMOS Publication Committee in 2002 to consider the production of 
a feature publication in the ICOMOS series of Monuments and Sites.  It was originally intended that this 
would be published and funded through the ICOMOS publications system and members began writing 
feature articles that were to be compiled and edited by the Working Group.  A sequence of delays 
occurred throughout 2003, when the original funding failed to materialise, until it was finally decided that 
IPHC funds originally budgeted for other purposes, including attendance at the Advisory Committee 
meeting and the General Assembly in Zimbabwe, could be diverted to this project.  A decision was made 
to proceed on this basis and a commitment made to a publisher to commence work.  At the end of 2003 
all material was in the hands of the designer and work on the layout begun.  This decision represented a 
major financial commitment and a considerable workload for the Working Group, but gave the IPHC 
complete control over the project. The publication will be completed by April 2004.  

Activities

  

Cooperation with external agencies 
After earlier submissions to both the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) and the Committee 
for Environmental Protection in Antarctica (CEP), the IPHC continues in its role as a non-partisan expert 
group that may be used for consulting and advice concerning polar cultural heritage. 
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In addition the IPHC has established an informal association with several institutions with an interest 
polar heritage protection.  These include:  

- Antarctic Heritage Trust, New Zealand 
- The Arctic Circumpolar Route, Canada 
- The International Studies Centre of the Kola Science Centre, Russia 
- Elmer E. Rasmuson Library/Alaska & Polar Regions Dept., USA 
- Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge UK 
- International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO) 
- The Getty Conservation Institute 
- Danish Polar Centre 
- Swedish Polar Research Secretariat 
- World Wildlife Fund/Arctic Division 
- Norwegian Polar Institute 
- Australian Antarctic Heritage Newsletter AHSIG 
- Antarctica New Zealand  

President Susan Barr is the formally appointed polar contact person for TICCIH, the International 
Committee for the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage.   

Consultation 
The IPHC has again been invited by Antarctic Heritage Trust (AHT) in New Zealand, to contribute to 
three additional Conservation Plans for historic hut sites in the Ross Sea region..  These are for the huts of 
Carsten Borchgrevink at Cape Adare, R.F. Scott s Discovery Hut at Hut Point and Scott s Hut at Cape 
Evans.  The Conservation Plans are extremely detailed, both with regard to the documentation of the sites 
and the presentations of conservation philosophy and future plans, and the AHT is to be commended for 
their thorough, international approach.  

Publications 
It has been mentioned above under Finances that the next edition of the ICOMOS Monuments and Sites 
series, No.VIII, will be devoted to polar heritage and is being produced by the IPHC Working Group 
from articles written by IPHC members and contacts.  This will be finally produced in April 2004.  1 000 
copies will be distributed through ICOMOS, our own polar heritage networks and to the wider heritage 
protection and general polar communities.  In view of the spectacular aspects of polar landscapes it has 
been decided to use colour illustrations for the first time in the series.  

The Working Group has provided a further illustrated report on polar cultural heritage to the ICOMOS 
Heritage at Risk publication for 2002/2003.  This adds to contributions made in 2001 and 2002.   

A brochure to explain and promote the role of the IPHC was an early priority and was completed late in 
2001.  It has continued to be distributed widely to members and related organisations and offered at 
meetings where IPHC has been represented.  Further supplies are available.  

We are not aware of any IPHC-related publications undertaken by other members, but this may have 
occurred.  

Website 
The IPHC website www.polarheritage.com went online in April 2002 as a resource for practitioners 
working in the field of polar heritage protection.  It also provides a means of communication and 
cooperation between individuals and organisations with similar aims and objectives. 

http://www.polarheritage.com
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This site continues to get high levels of use with over 60,000 page views during the course of the year. A 
report on the actual site useage for 2003 is attached.    

Working Group  IPHC     

Susan Barr  President     Paul Chaplin - General Secretary    

23rd February 2004    
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