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ANNUAL REPORT  

Year ended 31 December 2004    

1. Membership

 

At 31 December 2004 membership of the IPHC consisted of :  

National Representatives

 

Susan Barr    Norway 
Peter Boyarski   Russia 
Javier Garcia Cano   Argentina 
Paul Chaplin   New Zealand 
Louwrens Hacquebord  Netherlands 
David Hart   South Africa 
Jean-François le Mouël  France 
Cornelia Lüdecke  Germany 
Michael Morrison  United Kingdom 
Doug Olynyk   Canada 
Michael Pearson  Australia 
Glenn Sheehan   USA 
Rubén Stehberg   Chile 
Urban Wråkberg   Sweden   

We continue our efforts to gain additional new members from other countries that have an active interest in polar 
heritage matters.  The out-reach of the committee, however, has been increased by the efforts of individual 
members to create networks of polar heritage expertise within their own country.  Australia in particular has 
established a considerable network of relevant experts.  

Corresponding Members

 

Corresponding members are persons co-opted by IPHC from time to time to serve its needs. 
At the end of 2004 these were:  

Geoff Ashley Australia 
Jaco Boshoff South Africa 
Angie McGowan Australia  

We regret to record the death during 2004 of, Martin Weaver, a Corresponding member who represented interests 
in both the USA and Canada.    
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Associate Members

 
This form of membership was established late in 2002.  It was intended to allow the appointment of appropriately 
qualified persons recommended by IPHC members from time to time as interested in the work of the IPHC, able to 
extend the professional network of IPHC, and able to assist the IPHC to achieve any of its objectives .  

In 2004 we had one Associate member ; Fred Goldberg (Sweden). 
Another, Sherrie-Lee Evans of Australia was nominated late in the year and is expected to be confirmed in 2005.   

2. Meetings

 

The statutes of the IPHC require that a meeting of the committee be held at least once every 2 years. 
Since the founding meeting in Cambridge in 2000 we had held the first ordinary meeting in Madrid in 2002.  A 
meeting was therefore due in 2004.  

This was made possible by the enthusiastic support of our French representative Jean-François le Mouël and the 
High Commissioner of the French Polar Territories, and Director of Terres australes et antarctiques françaises 
(TAAF), Mr Francois Garde.  Their efforts resulted in a very successful meeting held at the Taaf headquarters on Il 
de La Reunion. 
It was attended by 6 national representatives.  One Associate attended as an observer.  The meeting was given good 
press coverage by the local media.  

The President also attended the annual ICOMOS Advisory Committee meeting in Bergen, Norway during August 
6-7, as well as the International Scientific Committee (ISC) workshop August 4-5 also in Bergen.    

3. Finances

 

The IPHC Secretariat is supported financially by a grant from the Norwegian Directorate for Cultural Heritage 
(Riksantikvaren).  These funds are managed by ICOMOS Norway and the Directorate. 
In the early stages of the year our resources were severely strained after the withdrawal by ICOMOS International 
of some of the expected financial support for our publication.  This was later resolved by changes in other priorities 
and the re-allocation of funds within our budget.  Some additional income was received from sales of the book.  

After banking problems experienced by ICOMOS Norway they decided to change banks during the year and 
complications that arose in this process created some additional problems for us.  These have now been largely 
overcome.  In the longer term the new arrangements will make financial management easier for all.  

Although our current financial situation is sound we need to accumulate some funds for projects during the 
International Polar Year 2007.  We hope for continued funding at present levels by The Norwegian Directorate for 
Cultural Heritage (Riksantikvaren) but we cannot rely solely on this.  Loss or reduction of this grant would severely 
limit the activities of the IPHC and possibly its continued operation.   

4. Activities

  

Publications 
In April we were finally able to launch our 80 page full colour publication Cultural Heritage in the Arctic and 
Antarctic Regions .  This is number VIII in the ICOMOS series Monuments and Sites . 
It was a project that was dogged by financial problems after previously committed support from ICOMOS 
International was withdrawn, but the final result has been extremely well received.  It has been widely distributed 
through ICOMOS and IPHC networks.  We hope that interest and sales will continue through 2005.  

We are not aware of any IPHC-related publications undertaken by other members, but this may well have occurred.  

Website 
The IPHC website www.polarheritage.com went online in April 2002 as a resource for practitioners working in the 
field of polar heritage protection.  It also provides a means of communication and cooperation between individuals 
and organisations with similar aims and objectives.  
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This site continues to get high levels of use with 66,000 page views during the course of the year.  This is a 10% 
increase on last year.  A report on the site usage for 2004 is attached.  When reading this it should be noted that a 
"page view" is recorded whenever a page is opened on a computer accessing the website.  

Cooperation with external agencies 
After earlier submissions to both the International Arctic Science Committee (IASC) and the Committee for 
Environmental Protection in Antarctica (CEP), the IPHC continues in its role as a non-partisan expert group that 
may be used for consulting and advice concerning polar cultural heritage.  

In addition the IPHC has established an informal association with several institutions with an interest polar heritage 
protection.  These include:  

 

Antarctic Heritage Trust, New Zealand 

 

The Arctic Circumpolar Route, Canada 

 

The International Studies Centre of the Kola Science Centre, Russia 

 

Elmer E. Rasmuson Library/Alaska & Polar Regions Dept., USA 

 

Scott Polar Research Institute, Cambridge UK 

 

International Association of Antarctic Tour Operators (IAATO) 

 

The Getty Conservation Institute 

 

Danish Polar Centre 

 

Swedish Polar Research Secretariat 

 

World Wildlife Fund/Arctic Division 

 

Norwegian Polar Institute 

 

Australian Antarctic Heritage Newsletter AHSIG 

 

Antarctica New Zealand  

President Susan Barr is the formally appointed polar contact person for TICCIH, the International Committee for 
the Conservation of the Industrial Heritage.   

Consultation 
In recent years the IPHC has contributed to the Conservation Plans for historic hut sites in the Ross Sea region..  
These plans prepared by Antarctic Heritage Trust (AHT) in New Zealand, are for the huts of Carsten Borchgrevink 
at Cape Adare, R.F. Scott s huts Discovery Hut at Hut Point and his hut at Cape Evans as well as Ernest 
Shackleton s Hut at Cape Royds.  These Conservation Plans are extremely detailed, both with regard to the 
documentation of the sites and the presentations of conservation philosophy and future plans.  These were released 
during 2004 and we believe that the AHT is to be commended for their thorough, international approach.  

Future activities 
The next IPHC meeting will be held in conjunction with the ICOMOS General Assembly in Xi an, China in 
October 2005.  The IPHC is planning a new publication and a possible seminar in connection with the International 
Polar Year in 2007.    

Working Group  IPHC    

Susan Barr  President     Paul Chaplin - General Secretary   

February 2005   
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