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Conservation Challenges, Solutions & Collaboration Opportunities 
in Uncontrolled Environments

  

The ICOMOS International Polar Heritage Committee is holding its next meeting and an 
open conference in Hobart, Australia in March 2012.  The meeting and conference is timed 
to coincide with a series of commemorative events in Hobart to mark the centenary of Roald 
Amundsen s return to Hobart after the attainment of the South Pole.   

The meeting and conference will be held at the Tasmanian Museum & Art Gallery in Hobart, 
with the conference dinner in the spectacular setting of Peppermint Bay.  A number of events 
celebrating Hobart s links with Antarctic heritage will also take place.  

The focus of the conference will be to bring together interested parties to discuss the 
conservation challenges and share solutions in uncontrolled environments, as well as 
improving linkages and encouraging opportunities for collaborations particularly with the 
science community to benefit broader conservation practice.  In addition it is proposed that 
the opportunity for dialogue with scientists will enable linkages to be explored between 
current polar research and the scientific investigations which underpinned so much early 
polar exploration.   

Participatory workshop sessions are planned.  

The conference and workshops will be open to heritage specialists, scientists, researchers, 
educators and students as well as participants from government, local community and 
industry. The formal meeting of the IPHC will be open to IPHC members only.  

The conference theme is:  Conservation Challenges and Solutions in Uncontrolled 
Environments . 
The subtheme is:  Conservation and Science  Opportunities for Collaboration.   

More details on www.polarheritage.com
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Workshop Topics  

A. Conservation  Challenges and Solutions in Uncontrolled Environments 
1. What are some of the main challenges facing heritage conservation at key sites in the 

polar regions?  
2. What is the impact of uncontrolled environments in site management?  
3. Most importantly, what solutions are being adopted to meet and overcome these 

challenges?   

B. Conservation and Science  Collaborative Opportunities 
1. Where is the overlap between science and conservation?  
2. How can we improve linkages? What programmes are in place? How can science 

help the conservation world?   
3. What collaborative opportunities exist?  

Draft Programme   

Friday 9 March 
Morning: Official Welcome, Keynote address, Speakers on topic A - Challenges and 
Solutions in Uncontrolled Environments 
Afternoon: Workshop A  
Evening: Reception  

Saturday 10 March 
Morning: Speakers on topic B - Conservation and Science  Collaborative Opportunities 
Afternoon: Workshop B, conference closing address 
Evening: Dinner  

Sunday 11 March 
IPHC Meeting (members only) 
Hobart Amundsen centenary event 
Organized tour of Hobart s Antarctic heritage  

Calls for Speakers/Workshop Facilitators 
The conference organisers are seeking abstracts relating to the conference theme and 
workshop topic(s). The number of speakers and the duration will be limited to allow sufficient 
time to workshop the relevant topic.  
Please send an abstract of no more than 250 words on either topic to the conference 
organisers, Nigel Watson [n.watson@nzaht.org] and Julian Bickersteth 
[j.bickersteth@icssydney.com] . 
Organisers are also seeking expressions of interest for those willing to act as facilitators in 
the smaller workshop sessions.  

Attendance 
2012 will be a busy year for Hobart with a number of Antarctic centenary events taking place 
and the International Antarctic Treaty meeting occurring in June. For planning purposes 
therefore we would be grateful for an idea of those wishing to attend as soon as possible. 
[Note this is not binding].  

We are grateful to IPHC members Nigel Watson and Julian Bickersteth for organising this 
conference.   

Best regards  

    

President      Secretary General 


